GARDENS   AND    TREES
Evelyn stayed several times, and seems to have had
some hand in arranging the garden ornaments.
In the elaborate description he gives of the house*
and garden in 1677 he writes: "It is seated in a
bottom between two graceful swellings the main
building being now in the figure of a Greek TT with
four pavilions, two at each corner and a break in
the front railed and balustered at the top where I
caused jars to be placed full of earth to keep them
steady upon their pedestals between the statues
which make as good a show as if they were of stone.9*
He further describes the orange garden, the canal,
the corn-mill, the avenues and the immense deer
park. He was greatly impressed by the stately and
lavish magnificence in which his friend the Lord
Chamberlain lived with his hundred domestic
servants. Horace- Walpole in his day was not
impressed. "The house is large and bad," he wrote;
"it was built by Lord Arlington and stands as all old
houses do for convenience of water and shelter, in a
hole; so it neither sees nor is seen."
The garden at Cliveden, Evelyn says, "answers
the most poetical description that can be made of
solitude, precipice, prospect or whatever can con-
tribute to a thing so very like their imaginations/'
But he did not like the surroundings, and when he
went on to Windsor that evening, he told the King
"without flattery" that he preferred "the prospect
and park" of Windsor, "which is without compare,"
The Earl of Essex invited Evelyn to Cassiobury, in
*Afterwards the seat of the Duke of Grafton; burnt down in 1902.
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